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Babylonians 586 BC, Romans 136 AD – info from wikipedia
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local example: different groups of speakers of German; different research desiderata; success story with a price
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definition of any language is fuzzy at best, German is problematic as well; bilingual identities, what is a variety of German, what is another language (Cimbrian, Letzeburgisch), but some don’t speak the language and count; others do and don’t count 
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