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Abstract:

The paper is based on an empirical study, which explores the relationship between L2 interaction and identity construction through the examination of a text-composing activity. Using conversation analysis and two related theoretical foundations: the interactional sociolinguistics approach to language use (Gumperz, 1982) and a socio-interactionist approach (Mondada & Pekarek Doehler, 2004) to L2 learning, I investigate the concept of voice in texts of adult learners of German. In particular, I discuss learning in interactions as the process of appropriating various voices and the ways participants orchestrate voices through their deployment of linguistic resources.
Voice (Bakhtin, 1972) involves infusing in one’s own words one’s own identities, values and emotions, as well as utterances from other people. Utterances always retain elements of personalities and values of their speakers (Bakhtin, 1972). Thus, learning a new language involves adjusting one’s sense of self and “investing oneself in one’s words” (van Lier, 2008, p. 178). The claim here is that the learning and using L2 in peer-peer interactions involves both learning to perceive linguistic utterances in context as they relate to speaker and to create new identities in L2. 

The data for the analysis was gathered from a sample of 49 university students in 2007. It consists of video and audio recordings of small-group interactions and is further enhanced by questionnaires. I discuss what role the concept of voice plays in target language learning.
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